
(Nov. 18, 2005) -- Community Tectonics Architects has won the 2005 Tennessee School
Boards Association top award for excellence in high school architectural design, as well
as awards for every school the firm entered in the annual TSBA design competition. The
awards were presented this week at the TSBA annual convention in Nashville.

“This recognition validates the true worth of these schools, that they work well
for students, teachers, parents and school systems,” said Don Shell, chief executive officer
of Community Tectonics Architects. “These awards, and the other 13 we have won in
the past five years, are a testimony to the experience and creativity of our staff and to
the participation in the design process of school systems and communities.”

Claiborne High School is a 160,967 square-foot facility located on a 62-acre site.
 Completed in the fall of 2003, this 9th-12th-grade school has a planned capacity of 1,000
students. Flexibility of design allows the facility to be organized in departments or grade
levels without changing the educational objective. “Community Tectonics did a wonderful
job for our community with this school,” said Steven Minton, principal of Claiborne
County High School. “We’re all delighted with the school, and proud to be recognized
by the TSBA.”

“I thank Community Tectonics' architect Bill Vinson for his outstanding professionalism
in designing the two new high schools for Claiborne County,” said Don Dobbs, Claiborne
County schools director. Winning a first place award speaks for itself.”



In addition to the Claiborne County High
School first place award, Community Tectonics won
a second place design award for Pikeville Elementary
School in Bledsoe County and a fourth place award
for Monteagle Elementary School in Marion County.

The new Pikeville Elementary School is a
70,200 square foot facility located on a nearly 32-acre
acre site. The K-5 facility has a capacity of 635 students.

“They did a good job of designing the school
on a tight budget,” said Ronnie Colvard, director of
Bledsoe County Schools. “Community Tectonics knew
going in that we had a set amount of funds to work
with and they designed the school with that in mind.”

“The thing I’m most grateful for is that I didn’t have to come up
with an additional amount of money to pay for the school.  Not only did
they meet that priority, but we were pleased with the design of the school
and the final product.”

Monteagle Elementary School included a 22,000 square foot
addition that connected the old school building to the new, and which
provided 9 classrooms, a library, a computer room, public toilets, and a
circulation space that joined the buildings together.

“Don Shell and his staff were considerate of our needs and
desires and we are extremely well pleased with the recognition our
school has earned through the work of Community Tectonics,” said
Claude Swafford of the Marion County Board of Education. “After visiting
many schools in Tennessee and other states, I am convinced Community
Tectonics is the premiere school architectural firm in the Southeast.”

Community Tectonics Architects, one of Tennessee’s largest full-
service architectural firms, has offices in Knoxville and Nashville. Its staff
includes architects, engineers, interior designers, graphics designers, and
construction managers.


