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School Designs
- Win Four Top State Awards

Building new schoolsis anything but easy. At some point, however, once the political
issues have been dealt with and funding has been committed, the ground is broken and
construction begins.

Everyone holds their breath for the long-awaited new facility, and when it surpasses
their expectations and gains recognition throughout the educational community,
everyone breathes a sigh of relief —and swells with pride.

Ms. Claude Swafford, chair of the Marion County Board of Education, says that the
Whitwell Elementary School fits that description perfectly. Whitwell Elementary
recently received the 2001 School of the Year Award for Excellence in Architectural
Design and the People’s Choice Award from the Tennessee School Boards Association.

School of the Year Awards are presented in five categories. elementary, middle and
high school divisions; remodeling and renovation; and People's Choice. This year,
Community Tectonics also won the School of Year Award for middle schooals,
recognizing its work on Cleveland Middle School. In addition, the design firm won
arunner-up award for the renovations and additions project at Hardin County High
School.

Designs are judged by such factors as cost efficiency, aesthetics, spatial relationships,
flexibility, expandability, community use, safety, and site devel opment.

“We made a commitment five years ago to become the state’s number one design firm
in education,” says Don Shell, CEO of Community Tectonics, LLC. “We appreciate
what schuul-boardsa:romhedatsare'dmg'to improve the process of teaching
tomorrow’s leaders. We strongly believe that the building should complement the
educational program.”

Shell lists the firm's education-oriented abilities that have been refined by working
on moret educational projects over the last 25 years. “We understand
educational programming, funding mechanisms and cost estimating, curriculums, how
to measure the feasibility of renovations, how to accommodate various state mandates,

and the pros and cons of vari ous school structures.”
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Tectonics: The Art and Science o

Whitwell Elementary School
People's Choice Award and
Elementary School of the Year

Whitwell Elementary School opened in September 2001. Whitwell replaces two outdated and undersized buildings, as
Anidentical school, Jasper Elementary School, will openin  the school system shifts to a grade K-4 elementary school, grade
early 2002. Swafford notes that the school system realized  5-8 middle school and grade 9-12 high school structure. Both
valuable savings by building two identical schools. The cost Whitwell and Jasper will serve student capacities of 720,
per square foot for this brand new, top-of-the-line elementary  expandable to 850.
school was $93.36. The new elementary school was constructed adjacent to the

“We started by basically restructuring our entire instruc- =~ existing high school, so special attention was given to access,
tional program, based on an Educational Facilities Master Plan transportation and parking issues. The 99,850 sguare foot

coordinated by Community Tectonics,” Swafford recalls. building features grade-level wings, future expansion capabilities,
“For eight years, this county had talked about state-of-the-art safety and security systems, and easily accessed
building a school in the Jasper area, and it never community use aress.
got off the ground." Now that the schooal is open for

She says that Community business, Swafford says Whitwell'is
Tectonics hel ped the school realizing the benefits of the features

board identify the system’s
needs. “Then they delivered a
design that fulfilled those needs
toa‘'T and went far beyond our
expectations,” she says.
“Perhaps most importantly,
Community Tectonics was able |

initially recommended. These include an
aesthetically pleasing and traditional brick
exterior with standing seam metal roofs, a
large and attractive foyer, acentrally
located library, and classrooms that
measure at |east 990 square feet per room.
In addition to 39 classrooms and several
to bring our community resource rooms, the new building houses
together,” Swafford continues. - ; 4 thelibrary, gymnasium with a stage, a
“Levonn.Hubbard will never know how much | appreciate small theater, food service/dining, music, and art rooms.
what he was able to do. With hisinsights and hisleadership,  “The building is functioning wonderfully,” reports Joyce
Community Tectonics helped us deliver a presentation to our  Holland, principal for Whitwell Elementary. “| take everyone
county commission that succeeded in developing a plan to first to the library and then to the cafeteria. They are both so
fund these new schools. You could plan forever, but without  beautiful, bright and cheerful, with easy access and lots of space.
the support of your funding body, you're dead in the water.”. There is no way for a child not to be happy here.”

Cleveland Middle School
Middle School of the Year

Another first place winner, Cleveland Middle School, won conveniently located to the school’s central core that includes
the Middle School of the Year Award. Doug amusic wing, little theater, gymnasium with four
Greene, Director of Administrative Affairs p basketball courts, library, food service/dining,
for Cleveland City Schools, says that the ; — 8| administrative offices and outdoor athletic facilities.
middle school’s high marks are evidence of - "Cleveland Middle School offers maximum
what happens when teacher input is flexibility for the delivery of aconstantly evolving
incorporated into a building’s design. | curriculum," explains Shell. “By working together,

“You have greater ownership by the people we applied the input of teachers, parents,
who work in this building as aresult," Greene students and administrators to create a place
notes. “Nobody knows the nature of individual where people WANT to go, and where the learning
school children, particularly middle school process is empowered.”
children, like the teacher and the school. This age Cleveland City Schools also tapped Community
group is a different breed,” he says with a smile. Tectonics expertise to help develop a 15-year

The Cleveland Middle School design master plan. “Because we looked at the big
intentionally and effectively separated the school’s three picture, the plan was much easier to sell,” asserts Dr. Rick
grade levels. Each sixth, seventh, and eighth grade areais Denning, Superintendent of Cleveland City Schools. "Community
divided into three houses of approximately 100 students each, Tectonics helped us devel op close coordination and collaboration
Greene explains. The 219,083 square foot structureis between and among school personnel and community groups.
designed for a student capacity of 1200, expandable to 1400. They’re ateam of professionals committed to providing the best
A total of 75 classrooms in separate academic wings are in architectural design and planning.”




Creating Structures That are Both Fu

Current Projects

K-12 Schools:
Blythe-Bower Elementary School, Cleveland
Chuckey-Doak High School, Greene County
Claiborne County High School

Cleveland High School Additions/Renovations
Cleveland Middle School

Coffee County Schools

Creekwood High School, Dickson County
Cumberland Gap High School, Claiborne County
Grace Christian Academy Addition, Knoxville
Greene County ADA Renovations

Jasper Elementary School, Marion County
Manchester City Schools

McDonald School Renovations, Greene County
Monroe County Schools Renovations

Mosheim Middle School, Greene County
Pikeville Elementary School, Bledsoe County
Rigsby Elementary Addition, Bledsoe County
Sumner County High School

Sweetwater High School Addition

Sweetwater Primary School

Trousdale County High School

Tullahoma Middle School

Walker Valley High School, Bradley County
Waterville Elementary School, Bradley County
Wheeler Elementary Addition, Bledsoe County
Whitwell Elementary School, Marion County

Higher Education:

Lee University Classroom Building, Cleveland

Lee University Dorm, Cleveland

Oak Ridge Center for Advanced Study

Roane Sate Community College Infrastructure
Replacement

Roane Sate Community College Cafeteria
I mprovements

Pellissippi Sate Technical Community College,
Safety Codes

University of Tennessee Masonry Repair,

Phasell

Religious:

Beaver Ridge United Methodist Church

Central Baptist Church, Bearden
Additions/Renovations

Eastanallee Baptist Church, Riceville

New United Church, Chattanooga

West Metro Church of Christ, Atlanta

Westlake Church, Knoxville

Westmore Church of God, Cleveland

Community/Commercial:

Carson Springs Baptist Convention Center-
Sokely Chapel Renovations

Clinton Utilities Board Renovations/Additions

Church of God Headquarters, Cleveland

Jefferson County Chamber/Visitors Center

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home

U. S Auto Renovations, Nashville

U. S Post Office Renovations

Medical:

Buffalo Valley

Gambro Healthcare, New Jersey
PDI Dialysis Center, Michigan
PDI Dialysis Center, New Jersey

Interior Design :

Cleveland High School Library
Clinton Utilities Board
Jasper/Whitwell Elementary Schools
Tom Wolf Residence

U. S Auto, Nashville



nctional and Visually Pleasing.




12th Annual Summer Hummer Scramble
Winners Announced

Congratulations to Ronny Colvard of
Bledsoe County Schools and Jim McBrearty,

Geoff Haussin and Greg Stein, who won
the 12th Annual Community
Tectonics Superintendents

Summer Hummer Scramble.

Held in connection
with the Tennessee School
Boards Association’s
Superintendents Study
Council in Gatlinburg, the
event welcomed 54 golfers
at Eagle's Landing Golf Club
in Sevierville. Eighteen school
system superintendents and three
representatives from the Tennessee
Department of Education were present.

Twenty-six organizations
sponsored the event, and the Walters
State Community College culinary

department catered the awards
arts luncheon.

The second place team
included Jim Towater from
the Milan Specia School

District and Jeff Robinson,
Gary Bowlin and Buddy
Heins. The third place team
included Bobby Webb from
Lauderdale County Schools
and George Heins, Craig
Colquitt and Bobby Helton.

: S
Firg PlaceW'\““e(

Master Builder Update

“We're excited to announce
that, by combining the forces
of design and construction,
our new MasterBuilder team
has already landed $60
million in new business
contracts,” reports Don Shell,
CEO of Master-Builder, Inc.

MasterBuilder was
introduced in 2001 as a new
partnership between
Community Tectonics and
Construction Plus, a well-respected general
contractor. While both companies continue
to work independently on awide variety of
projects, they are increasingly teaming to
deliver many advantages for their clients.

“Our clients simply have a new option,”
Shell summarizes the intent of MasterBuilder.

“Along with facilities master
A STE R planning, architectural design,
interior design, and engineering
U I LD E R services, we now offer cost

Frreresrgsesrerfeed  eStimating, construction

management and construction
services under one umbrella. The benefits include
the ease of single sourcing, scheduling advantages,
and cost savings due to value engineering and
project coordination.”

Sandy Loy, president of Construction Plus,
notes that when the two companies join forces,
the sum is greater than the two parts. “We
build on each others' strengths and deliver
tremendous value,” he confirms.



Hardin County High School
Runner-Up, Remodeling and
Renovations

The renovation and expansion of Hardin
County High School completed the first Phase
of afacilities master plan. The four-phase
master plan, once again coordinated by
Community Tectonics, is expected to drive
the growth of Hardin County Schools over the
next 30 years.

The project that attracted the attention of the
TSBA awards committee encompassed 79,000
square feet of new construction and a renovation
of 131,000 sguare feet. The $15 million project
brought the building into compliance with all
current building codes,
including life safety and
ADA requirements.

Enhancements
consist of new and
improved instructional
spaces, including fifteen
English classrooms, ten math
classrooms, five science
classrooms, seven science
labs, thirteen social science
classrooms and four special
education classrooms. In addition, the
new space includes food service, an auxiliary
gym and band facilities.

“I’ve never seen a school, new or

renovated, that I'd swap for," says Bobby Cromwell,

Superintendent for Hardin County Schools. He notes

that heis particularly pleased with energy and maintenance

savings from the upgrades. Other highlights of the

project include the new physical education

facilities, the new café capable of serving 1800 students

in 90 minutes, and the functional science labs.

“We' ve enjoyed a good relationship with

Community Tectonics throughout the project,
keeping on schedule and
under budget,” says
Cromwell, as he shifts his
attention to the next phase
of the master plan. Within
five years, the system
should have anew
elementary school, and an
additional school and middle
school renovation are also part
of the long-range plan.



